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ANNOUNCEMENT 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE NATURAL HISTORY SCIETY,  
2015, WILL TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY, 28 MARCH, 5015.  
 

Venue: Biology Lecture Theatre, Department of Life Sciences, U.W.I. 

Registration:  9:30 a.m. 

Business Meeting: 10: a.m. 

Guest Speaker: Dr Herlitz Davis 

 
Please see agenda on next page 

 

 



 

 

 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF JAMAICA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

March 28, 2015 

 

Biology Lecture Theatre, Department of Life Sciences, UWI 

 

AGENDA 

 

 Registration: 9.30am 
 

 CALL TO ORDER: 10.00am 
o Apologies for absences 
o Welcome & Opening remarks 

 

 BUSINESS MEETING: 
o Reading and Confirmation of Minutes of 2014 AGM 
o Matters Arising from the Minutes 
o Presentation and Confirmation of Reports: 

 Secretary’s report 

 Treasurer’s report 

 President’s remarks 
o    AOB 

  

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 Outgoing Officers: Appendix 1 

 

 Hand over to new executive committee 

  

 Introduction of Guest Speaker 

 

 Guest Speaker:  
Herlitz Davis, Ph.D.,  

Windsor Research Center & Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center 

    

TITLE: The biological and economic benefits of shade coffee 

plantations in the Blue Mountain, Jamaica W.I  (see 

abstract below) 
 

 Adjournment 

 Refreshments 



 

 

 

Appendix 1 -- Outgoing Officers 
 
President:   Eric Garraway  
Vice President:  Jill Byles, 
Treasurer :  Herrman Tobisch 
Secretary:   Karleen Black 
Board Members:  Klaus . Wolf 
   Vashti Chator,  
   Lisa Gordon,  
   Willem Mulder,  
   Samere Tansley,  
   Trevor Yee 

 

 

Appendix 2 -- Guest Lecture 

Guest Speaker: Herlitz Davis, Ph.D. 

Windsor Research Center & Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center 

 

TITLE: The biological and economic benefits of shade coffee plantations in the Blue 
Mountain, Jamaica W.I 

 
ABSTRACT: Although many studies have touted the conservation value of coffee 
agroecosystems for migratory and resident birds, gaps do still exist in our knowledge about the 
suitability for birds and the economic benefit of fruit trees as shade in coffee agroecosystem.  In 
this study I examine the habitat specific abundance, foraging ecology and performance of birds as 
well as the economic benefit of fruit trees as shade in coffee agroecosystems in Jamaica.  Research 
was conducted on six shade coffee plots and in adjacent forested habitats in two distinct rainfall 
zones within the Yallahs River valley on the south-eastern slopes of the Blue Mountains, Jamaica.   

While shade coffee had higher or similar abundance for many bird species groups such as 
granivores and frugivores as compared to that of adjacent forest habitats, ecologically sensitive 
groups like forest restricted species were more abundant in adjacent forest habitats.  Understory 
insectivorous and omnivorous bird species also exploited the shade canopy more than the coffee 
trees for the arthropod and nectar resources it provided.  Results also suggest that rainfall, which 
influences arthropod biomass and quality but not the quantity of shade, are important to ensure 
that birds maintain overwinter body condition, depart early on migration, and return the following 
season.   

Results of a survey of local farmers suggests that they can reap additional economic rewards when 
fruit trees are utilized for shade on coffee farms, although this depends on management and 
marketing of shade tree products.  Overall, this work suggests that although rainfall influences 
arthropod food for birds, optimizing the shade diversity where rainfall is low will benefit the bird 
community as well as the coffee farmers. 


